New training, licensing
plan for Sharjah guides

pues Staff

Sharjah, which gets mora
than 1.5 million tourists
every vear, has launched a
new reaning and licensing
programme for tourist
guides’ operationin the emi
rare, the Sharjah Commorce
and Tourism Development
Authority (SCTDA) has said.
Sheikh Sultan b Ahmed
Al ODassimi, Chairman of
SCTDA, said: “In co-opera-
tion with Skyline University
College, SCTDA  has
launched a tourism guid-
ance programme 1n 2009
for all interested corporite
entithes and individuals.”
He saicl: " The programmd
will later beé made compul-
sary for all iourism apgoncies
in Shargah. All tour guides
operating in Sharjah must
be licensed by SCTDA, and
w will Tollow up and over.
see the implementation of
this regulation, Complying
with the laws that regrulate

the practices of tourism
apencies will be essential for
the achtevement of public-
private partnerships,”

Al ©assimi said: “The
tourism industry is a signif-
wcant contributor to the eco
nomic growth in Sharjah,
andl that it has become one
of the emirdte’s most rapid-
by erivwving industries,

“According 10 receént sta
nstics,” he said, "the num-
ber of tourists visiting Shar-
ity in 2008 was 1.5 million -
a significant increase from

The sector is a
key contributor
to the growth of
Sharjah

Sheikh Sultan bin
Ahmed Al Qassimi,
SCTDA

GOOC00 visitors in 2001, In
order 1o accommodate the
imereasing number of
rourists visinng Sharjah, the
EMIrate is @earing up 1o in-
crease hotel capacity, with
28 new hotels spon to be
added 1o the current 107,
and is continuing 1o attract
world-rénowned  hotel
brands. Theemirateis plan:
ming 1o add over 5,000 new
hotel rooms in the next two
years, inereasing the ol
number of hotel rooms to
12,000 by 20107



