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Teaming up

AL B B AR i ey

Shaikh Sultan, Al Ne'man and Nitin Anand, Head of Academic Support Strvice, Skyline University College sign the
agreement under which Skyline will offer courses for trovel industry prafessionals,

‘lour operators in Sharjah cannot
provide service without qualitications

Skyline University has signed up with SCTDA to offer courses for industry personnel

By Matas SAvzis
St Reparter

Dubal Tour operators and
other members of the toar-
f=m-industey in Sharjah
il not b abie toocontinae
thelr services withour s de-
gree and licencd in tourism
by 2000, Sharfah Commerce
pnd Tourism Development
Authority (8CTDA) offi-
cials snid vestorday,

The tourism aothority
has come up with thik reg-
ulation o assure indusery
employees have sutficient
Enowledie of Sharjah-and
poriray-the correct picture
oy tourises. While the dead:

line iy get fop 20010, officials
sl thiat i is tentative

Skyvline University has
sigied up with SCTDA to
offer the courses for in-
dustry personnel. The first
course will be offered on
the June 14 and will cost
h2.750.

Shmikh Sultan Bin Ahmad
Al Qasimi, charmian of
thie SCTDA, said 'the new

regulation’ would improve

the quality of services n
the emirate, which saw 1.5
million tourists last year
"We are looking (o grow
at a gradual pace, not too
fast. We have connections
with all’ the departiments

To turther boost

the sectorn, the
emirate is gearing

up toincrease

hotel capacity,

with 28 new hotel
establishments soon.

in Sharjah, four operktors
ta find the perfect growth
formula for us in the tour-
ism seoton”

In 2007, thée tenrism sec-
tor accounted tor 11 per-
cent of Sharjah’s gross do-

mestic product $t DheE 4
billion, contributing more
than many Gther ecomomic
SECINES,

To Mirther boost thid sec-
tor, the emirate s gearing
up Lo increase hotel oa-
pacity;, with 28 new hotel
establishments soon o be
added to; the current 107,
pnd is continuing to attract
world-renowned  hotel
brands, Sharjah is planming
to add over 3000 neéw ho-
tel rooms in the next two
yvegrs, increasing the total
number of hotel rooms to
12,000 by 2010, Mohammad
Ali Al No'man, director
Eemeril of SOTTA said.



